»LINGUARUM UNIVERSE“, VOLUME 2, ISSUE 1
DOI: 10.5281/zen0do0.14968092

WHY DO WE NEED “THE ROAD CHRONOTOPE”
AS A LITERARY DEVICE IN LITERATURE?
Ganjina YUNUSOVA

Bukhara State University, Uzbekistan

bakayevaafruza@agmail.com

ABSTRACT: The Russian literary theorist Mikhail Bakhtin introduced the concept of the road chronotope
in literature, which functions as a compelling narrative technique beyond simple physical movement. The road
chronotope is still important in modern literature because it represents the complexity of human existence and the
process of self-discovery. The road chronotope is considered one of the vital issues in contemporary literature for
the following reasons. The road chronotope develops in the plot: narrative structure, character development,
readers' involvement, exploration of themes, reflection of the culture, symbolism, and metaphor. In other words,
the road chronotope works across genres and cultures. It represents the core of the human experience, including
our longing for exploration, our pursuit of wisdom, and our conflict about who we are. The road chronotope is
still a powerful representation of life's journey and its complexity, regardless of whether it results in tragedy, self-
discovery, or salvation. According to these issues, the following article thoroughly examines the literary and
aesthetic characteristics of the road chronotope, a contemporary topic in literary criticism. This paper addresses
various aspects, such as the literary and aesthetic nature, the impact of the road chronotope on the evolution of
forms and genres, the structure of artistic works, and the semiotic aspects of literary texts. This study aims to
highlight the shared features of the road chronotope found in both Uzbek and American literature, illustrating how
the unique characteristics of each culture influence the representation of the journey motif. The research
investigates the narrative techniques employed to link the concept of the journey with elements of national identity
and cultural context.

KEYWORDS: chronotope of the road, symbolism, metaphor, literary construction, plot development,
thematic investigation, cultural reflection.

Introduction. Mikhail Bakhtin's introduction of the concept of the chronotope is a hand-on
approach in literary analysis since it allows one to examine how time and place are interconnected in a
literary work. The "road chronotope”, which appears frequently in literature of many genres and eras,
considered as one of essential types of the chronotope. Based on that, in the following paper we try to
find out the necessity of the road chronotope in literature. Firstly, the road chronotope captures the
journey that heroes take as they make their way through the complicated web of relationships and
circumstances in their lives. This journey can be symbolic or physical. The road chronotope is classified
by change, mobility, and transition. It symbolizes a transitional period in which characters are thrown
out of their known surroundings and into the unknown. The journey develops into a metaphor for life,
with all of its detours, challenges, and chance meetings. The road chronotope represents time passing
and character development as they move down their chosen path, whether it is a real road, a river, a
path through the woods, or any other kind of travel. Secondly, it assists to build the genre of the piece
of art. Genre and generic features are manifested precisely through the chronotope. One of the most
crucial components for depicting images from an artist's inner world is chronotope, especially, the road
chronotope. The chronotope reveals the uniqueness of the literary technique and style while establishing
the national framework of the author's thought. As Bakhtin pointed out, the chronotope serves as the
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primary plot-forming element in addition to its genre-forming role. The artistic chronotope and the epic
storyline are mutually compatible, which creates an opportunity, a literary and artistic base, and a basis
for historical personalities. The chronotope is a form-content category that identifies and indicates the
genre of a work of art. clearly explain images using the realistic creative method's principles (baxtumx,
1975) Also, the leading feature of the artistic chronotope can be seen in time. The chronotope as a form-
content category also determines the essence of the image of a person in literature. Because the artistic
image always acquires meaning on the basis of the chronotope. (Bahor, 2022) Besides, the chronotope
gradually shapes the internal structure of the work, based on artistic and aesthetic patterns. The
chronotope, which organizes space and time in a work of art, introduces the reader to it and at the same
time directs events in the reader’s mind on the basis of associative-intuitive integrity. Thirdly, the road
chronotope illustrates the universal themes of exploration and identification, and how they resound
differently within the context of each country's cultural backdrop and offers different meaning
according the traditional background of the target culture.

Literature review. In literary criticism, theoretical problems of epic time, artistic time and
artistic space, and artistic poetics of the chronotope have been studied for a number of years. The issues
of chronotope and the road chronotope were first discussed in scientific and theoretical works by M.
Bakhtin, and later in Russia by D. Likhachev, N. Shutaya, N. Gai, A. Nikolaev, B. Meilakh, E.
Meletinsky, V. Khalizev; In Europe, H. Meyerhoff, A. James, A. Rodriguez, N. Bemong, J. Culler, M.
Atkins; In North America, J. Blommaert, B. Koinen and others analyzed the categorical and scientific-
theoretical problems of the chronotope. . N. Shodiev, Kh. Boltaboev, E. Abutalieva, U. Jorakulov, B.
Karimov, D. Kuronov, A. Toychiev, K. Kadirov, M. Umarova, U. Karshibaeva, O'. Nazarov, B. Toraeva
covered the problems of this issue in their research. In the work of N. Chodiev “Horizons of the Epic,”
the unique genre features of the poetics of the artistic era in large epic forms existing in the literature of
the region are scientifically generalized in a typological and conceptual way.

Methods and materials. The topic at present has been mainly researched using qualitative
methodologies, which involve detailed analysis of small-scale studies, taking into account the
particularities of the context, where the chronotope of the road and road expressions appears as
traditional aspects of target culture. The current paper makes use of linguistic semiotic approaches and
qualitative analysis with the purpose of identifying differentiative sides of the road expressions between
American and Uzbek cultures, and how these portrayals incorporate distinctive national traits. The
scientific works of M. Bakhtin, A. Temirbolat, B. Turayeva, I. Merkulova and other scholars
are analyzed, compared and summarized through the analyzing extracts from modern Uzbek and
American literature. All materials have been compared typologically.

Discussions and results. The road chronotope is a powerful literary device that serves several
important functions and adds depth and complexity to the literary work. Here we shed light on why the
road chronotope is essential in literature:

The road chronotope can symbolize various aspects of human experience, such as the journey of
life, individual growth, change, and transformation. It acts as a metaphor for the passage of time, the
pursuit of goals, or exploring unknown areas. This aspect of the road chronotope emphasizes the use of
metaphor and symbolism in literature (Mepkymnosa, 2007).

Plot Development: The road chronotope offers a real-world environment where protagonist can
travel through various settings, go through challenges, and engage with a variety of people. This can
advance the plot, provide suspense, and present chances for character growth and conflict.
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Reader engagement: By taking readers on a journey with the protagonists, the road chronotope
can capture reader’s mind and arouse feelings of suspense, emotional engagement, and discovery.

Character Evolution: As characters overcome real-world and allegorical challenges, their
personalities, drives, and inner conflicts can be glimpsed through their travels down highways. The road
chronotope may encourage personal development, introspection, and metamorphosis.

Thematic Analysis: A reader is able to investigate themes like self-discovery, freedom,
adventure, escape, and the quest for meaning by using the road chronotope. It provides a flexible
framework that allows writers to explore intricate concepts and feelings associated with the human
condition.

Narrative Framework: As characters go along a physical path, the road chronotope offers a logical
framework for storytelling. The narrative may get speed, suspense, and direction from this framework
(Temup6omar, 2009).

Cultural Reflection: By illustrating the settings, people, and experiences that characters have on
their travels, the road chronotope can offer insight on society values, customs, and beliefs. It can shed
light on social hierarchies, power relations, and cultural variances. In order to investigate cultural
reflection of the road expressions we compare two literatures: Uzbek and American. In American
literary works, the concept of the road chronotope often symbolizes freedom and individual self-
determination. A prime example of this is Jack Kerouac's On the Road, which embodies the notions of
freedom and independent travel deeply ingrained in American culture. Meanwhile, in Uzbek literature,
the road chronotope is more closely associated with an inward journey and self-discovery, often
depicted within a historical and cultural framework. For instance, in Isajon Sulton’s works captures a
period of societal transformation in Uzbekistan and the personal development journey. The portrayal of
the road chronotope and cultural specificities in both American and Uzbek literature underscores the
distinctive characteristics of each culture and its significance in global literature. American literature is
filled with themes like the pursuit of freedom and independence, whereas Uzbek literature explores
history, culture, and self-discovery. One might gain a deeper understanding of the universal and varied
nature of literature by contrasting and comparing these elements.

For a deep investigation, we looked at the similarities and differences between the road
chronotope in Uzbek and American literature using the Venn diagram. The similarities and differences
between the road chronotope in Uzbek and American literature will then be examined.

We will explore the parallels and disparities of the road chronotope in American and Uzbek
literature.
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Based on this graphic, in American Literature (Non-Intersecting Section):

* The road symbolizes liberty, self-discovery, and the pursuit of fresh chances.

* Roads typically encompass extensive distances, both literal and figurative.

* Primarily emphasizing self-reliance and individual freedom

Uzbek Literature (Part that does not intersect):

* The cultural and historical aspect is emphasized as a study of the past, portraying a connection.
* Internal and spiritual journeys are prioritized, aiming for self-discovery.

* The preservation of traditions and the emphasis on national and cultural identity are highlighted.
Connected part shows the common aspects between two literatures:

* The road chronotope symbolizes progress and evolution.

* Journeys contribute to the characters' inner transformation and personal development.

* The road chronotope serves as a commonly used metaphor in literature.

In general, the concept of the road in American literary works frequently serves as a symbol for
a journey, which can be both real and symbolic. It signifies adventure, self-exploration, liberty, and the
pursuit of selfhood. Here are several important elements of this theme: When characters journey on
roads, they frequently come face to face with their histories, wrestle with who they are, and search for
purpose in their existence. This idea is commonly found in pieces such as Jack Kerouac's "On the Road."
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The use of roads as a setting can also provide a platform for examining social and cultural issues,
bringing attention to topics like class, race, and the concept of the American Dream. Writers such as
John Steinbeck in "The Grapes of Wrath" use the chronotope of road as a way to delve into the
challenges faced by disadvantaged communities.

John Steinbeck described the nation's socioeconomic state using "Route 66." Both in "Grapes of
Wrath" and in real life, Route 66 represented hope and the possibility of a fresh start. During the Great
Depression, many families took Route 66 to California in quest of a better life, much like the fictional
Joads. For most people, the more than 2,000 miles of this route seemed to go on forever. When the
Joads set out on the highway, their hope was that the invisible end of their journey would provide them
with a job and a fresh start, but along the way, they came across innumerable people traveling in the
same direction, all wishing for the same thing. In his book, the author uses highways to convey not only
optimism for the future but also life's difficulties and setbacks. As a result, the road's chronotope here
represents life in its entirety, with all of its joys and sorrows.

For comparison to American literature, we bring samples of the road chronotope from novels of
Isajon Sultan. The events of the work were shaped by Isajon Sultan, drawing from the traditions of Attar
and Navoi. In his depiction, the hero's significance lies not in reaching the destination, but in traversing
the way, which holds both artistic and philosophical value. It can be argued that the central theme of
these works is the portrayal of the way as guiding individuals towards perfection through various trials.
The writer's biography captures the passage of time and its transformation into a work of art, reflecting
the narrator's creative self on a symbolic life journey. Isajon Sultan's depiction of pertains not only to
the writer's destiny but also to that of all humanity, serving as a completed record. Unlike a shoemaker,
who only leaves behind a livelihood, a person leaves a legacy for future generations, destined for a life
of wandering. The perpetually wandering heroic shoemaker embarks on a journey of self-realization
and introspection, seamlessly transitioning from one path to another, from one expedition to the next.
Isajon Sultan's novels depict the hero of the writer's folk tales embarking on a journey, and the method
of constructing the plot system, based on the motif of sending, is the structural poetic goal of
folklore.When achieved, this enriches the content of the work by portraying heroic acts, customs,
traditions, and national heritage through language.

Conclusion. The study analyzed the role of the road chronotope in literature and found out
answers to the following points:

» the relevance of the road chronotope with symbolism and metaphor
» the role to shape the genre and plot development of the literary work

» common aspects of the road chronotope and its influence on cultural bond words in American
and Uzbek literature.

To sum up, the chronotope of the road holds great significance in American literature,
representing themes of exploration, personal growth, and the intricate nature of human existence while
the same chronotope holds a kind of symbolism in Uzbek literature, representing themes such as
exploration, identity, culture, and the human experience in the backdrop of Uzbekistan's varied
landscapes and rich history.
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