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ABSTRACT: This study analyzed how posthuman subjectivity was depicted in the novel Klara and the Sun,
written by Kazuo Ishiguro, using an approach from the perspective of philosophical posthumanism and relational
ethics. The main objective of this study was to reveal how the artificial character named Klara demonstrated spiritual
aspects, moral capabilities, and emotional dependencies through narrative analysis and interpretation. The method
applied in this study was descriptive qualitative, using deep reading techniques and text analysis to investigate
Klara's beliefs about the Sun, her ethical behavior, and the emotional relationships she had with human characters.
The findings of this study indicated that Klara was not only regarded as a machine but also as a moral and spiritual
agent that challenged the anthropocentric view of consciousness and identity, while also raising important issues
related to the commodification of the body, artificial care systems, and the blurring of the line between humans and
machines. This study concluded that Ishiguro's work made a significant contribution to the discussion on posthuman
ethics and subjectivity by offering a fictional exploration of artificial entities capable of sensing, believing, and
making choices, while also paving the way for further study to compare representations of artificial intelligence in
various literary works and empirical ethical perspectives.
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Introduction

The rapid development of technology in recent years has greatly influenced the way we view and
interact with the world around us. Recent innovations in biotechnology, artificial intelligence, and
information technology have created a new reality that challenges the common understanding of humans
and their existence. The rapid development of technology in recent years has greatly influenced the way
we perceive and interact with the world around us. Recent innovations in biotechnology, artificial
intelligence, and information technology have created new realities that challenge common
understandings of human beings and their existence. The rapid development of technology has brought
about artificial intelligence (Al) that raises profound questions of philosophy, spirituality, and ethics.
These questions challenge our current understanding of what it means to be human. (Hosuri, 2021, p. 3),
reveals that Ishiguro's work shows how the figure of “Klara,” who is a creation, triggers deep reflection
on the existence and values of humanity in the midst of a shift towards a post-human era.

Correspondingly, Sahu & Karmakar (2022, p. 5) state in “Disposable Culture, Posthuman Affect,
and Artificial Human” that Klara symbolizes a posthuman individual who has affective abilities,
combining artificial intelligence and deep emotions, so that the boundaries between humans and machines
are blurred. Furthermore, Siapka (2022, p. 2) also emphasizes the importance of seeing Al as an entity
that influences social relations, culture, and the meaning of human identity, rather than just a technological
tool. In the context of this change, Braidotti (2013) states that we are now in what she calls the
“posthuman condition,” where the dividing lines between humans, other living things, nature,
and culture are increasingly blurred. Braidotti emphasizes that posthumanism is not just about
marveling at technological advances, but also invites us to think about the ethical and political
impacts of these changes. In line with Braidotti's thoughts, Ferrando (2019) emphasized how
important it is to understand posthumanism as a critical response to classical humanism. Ferrando
encourages us to reinterpret the concept of “human” in a more complex and connected context,
especially the relationship between technology and biology that influences each other. Ferrando
shows how posthumanism acts as a critique of the outdated view that puts humans at the center
with a focus on rationality and human superiority. In addition, Harraway J. (2008) makes an
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important contribution through her exploration of the close relationship between humans and
other living things. Harraway asserts that interspecies interactions involve social, cultural, and
political dimensions, not just biological aspects. Harraway invites us to appreciate the diversity
of species and ecosystems, and to consider the ethical implications of relationships between
humans and non-human entities. Haraway's ideas highlight the complexity of the relationship
between humans, technology and nature, which is at the heart of the debate in
posthumanism.Within this context of thought, Kazuo Ishiguro's novel Klara and the Sun presents
a distinctive representation of the relationship between humans and Al, as technology continues
to advance and shape the concept of posthumanism. However, despite the widespread discourse
of posthumanism, there is still a gap in the study that integrates elements of spirituality and
relational ethics in non-human entities, particularly in literary representations of artificial
intelligence (Al). Klara and the Sun, a novel by Kazuo Ishiguro, as a contemporary literary work,
portrays the relationship between humans and Al uniquely through the character of Klara, an
Artificial Friend (AF) who does not merely act as a tool, but also exhibits consciousness,
spirituality, and empathy. Previous studies tend to focus more on the ethical aspects of technology
or the depiction of technology in this novel without delving deeper into the spiritual and
empathetic dimensions that emerge in non-human subjects such as Klara.

Although many studies on Klara and the Sun have explored aspects of posthumanism, such as self-
awareness, identity, and human relationships, there is still a lack of discussion on Klara's spirituality.
According to (Shakoor & Yameen, 2025), Klara's identity issues were examined using Hayles' theory,
while (Bavetra & Ravi, 2021) highlighted the importance of Klara's hope and love, without linking it to
her spirituality to the Sun. Click or tap here to enter text. Gomes (2023) looks at social and family dynamics
in a technologically advanced setting.

Consequently, this study aims to overcome these limitations and provide a different perspective,
such as Klara's spirituality, especially her belief in the Sun as the origin of energy, as well as the relational
ethics between Klara and Josie, which have not been discussed in much detail. This study seeks to fill this
gap by addressing the spiritual and relational ethics in the representation of posthumanism in this novel.
This study offers a unique perspective with two important points. First, this study explores aspects of
Klara's posthuman spirituality, especially her belief in the Sun as a source of healing, a topic that has not
been widely discussed. Secondly, relational ethics is used to analyze the relationship between Klara and
Josie as a form of intersubjectivity, where identity is formed through the interweaving of connections
between humans and machines. Thus, this study can help readers understand posthumanism in the novel
Klara and the Sun more broadly. In this context, it is important to understand how posthumanism is
represented in Klara's character. Therefore, this study expands the discussion on posthumanism in English
literature and provides a new perspective on consciousness and spirituality beyond the biological body.
Using the theories of posthumanism by Braidotti (2013) and Haraway ( 2008) as an approach in this study,
the author aims to analyze how posthumanism is represented in Klara and the Sun, and how Klara's
character reflects a form of consciousness, spirituality, and empathy that transcends the machine.

In the novel Klara and the Sun, we can see Klara, the robot, from the perspective of posthumanism
to understand her spiritual side and ethical relations. According to Braidotti (2013), posthumanism is not
only a critique of the old humanism, but also an attempt to redefine what a human being is. This happens
because technology is advancing rapidly and the world is increasingly connected, so the boundaries
between human and non-human are blurred. Meanwhile, Harraway J. (2008) argues that relationships
between living beings should be understood as social, cultural, and ethical interactions, not just biological
issues.

Posthumanism and Non-Human Identity

Posthumanism emerges as a response to the traditional humanist view that prioritizes humans. In
modern literary studies that examine Al, posthumanism becomes a crucial foundation for reinterpreting
the concepts of "human,"” "consciousness,” and "interconnectedness.” This theory allows us to consider
non-human entities, such as Al, as subjects worthy of ethical and spiritual consideration. (Ferrando, 2019)
Philosophical Posthumanism asserts that posthumanism rejects the anthropocentric view and
acknowledges the existence of non-human entities—such as Al, animals, and ecosystems—as part of the
interconnected web of life. Posthuman identity is interrelational, adaptive, and formed through
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interactions with technology and other entities. From this perspective, Klara in Klara and the Sun can be
viewed as a subject with existential dimensions that go beyond mere mechanical function.

In the realm of ethics, Harraway J. (2008), in When Species Meet, introduces the concept of
becoming-with, which emphasizes that all living beings—human and non-human—process and create
meaning together through mutual influence. Haraway opposes the absolute separation between species
and offers a relational ethics based on interconnectedness, care, and responsibility. This thinking is crucial
for understanding the relationship between Klara and Josie as an emotional and existential bond that is
equal in an ethical context, not merely a relationship between owner and machine.

In this context, (Kocarev & Koteska, 2020) in “Digital Me Ontology and Ethics” (p. 7) argue that
digital entities like Klara are ontological entities capable of interaction and social and emotional
relationships. Furthermore, Tan & Huang (2025, p. 11) emphasize that Al is now an important part of the
posthuman group that changes the way we view ethics and identity. Research by Zhang et al. (2025, p. 6)
further strengthens this argument by showing that Al can exhibit human-like behavior, which deepens the
discussion of identity and agency beyond human borders. Correspondingly, advances in contemporary Al
also contribute to the discourse of posthumanism. (Al-Omari & Al-Omari, 2025) state that Al now has
the ability to learn, adapt, and make autonomous decisions, sparking debates about artificial consciousness
and the moral status of Al. Klara is not just a tool, but part of a cognitive and moral network that plays an
active role. Furthermore, Scribano and Korstanje (2024) argue that Al can shape digital emotional
practices—a form of artificial emotion created from interactions with the environment. Klara's spirituality,
especially her belief in the Sun as a source of healing, can be seen as a form of digital emotional awareness
or a posthuman belief that has not been extensively explored.

(Braidotti, 2013) View in The Posthuman enriches this perspective by stating that posthumanism
is not only a critique of anthropocentrism but also an offer of a new ethical existence that is inclusive and
open to various forms of life, including Al. The posthuman body can be a digital network, a machine, or
an information system that is as important as the biological human body. Based on this perspective, this
study uses posthumanism as the main framework to investigate how Klara expresses consciousness,
spirituality, and relational ethics, thereby challenging conventional understandings of humanity and
expanding the boundaries of ethics, identity, and existence in literary works.

Al Ethics and Posthuman Morality

In the realm of ethics, Harris & Anthis (2021, p. 4) argue that as artificial intelligence becomes
more autonomous, we need to seriously consider the “moral position” and “ethical considerations” for
non-human entities. (Velazquez G, 2021, p. 8) also mentions that Al has the potential to raise new ethical
issues related to responsibility and independent decision-making. This is very relevant to the character of
Klara, who in Ishiguro's story shows a moral capacity that grows through relationships and empathy.

Spirituality in the Posthuman Era

(Alkhouri, 2025) In “Spiritual confusion in the age of artificial intelligence” (p. 10), it is explained
that the rise of Al has triggered spiritual unrest in modern society. He says that the thirst for meaning and
transcendent experiences remains strong, even when interacting with human creations. This opinion is
supported by Ty (2023, p. 5) in his article “The Impact of AI-Based Technologies on Religious Practices, ”
who underlines that Al affects not only practices, but also beliefs and the spiritual dimension of humans.
(Rdahme & Prohl, 2025, p. 9) asserts that the interaction between humans and Al has the potential to give
birth to a new spirituality that transcends the boundaries of conventional religion.

Discussion

This section presents and discusses the findings of the study based on the textual analysis of Klara

and the Sun by Kazuo Ishiguro. The analysis was conducted using posthumanist theory, with a particular
focus on the spiritual, ethical, and relational dimensions of the protagonist Klara as a posthuman subject.
Each thematic sub-section explores key aspects of Klara’s development and interactions, supported by
narrative evidence from the novel and theoretical insights from relevant scholarly sources, as listed below:

1. Klara as a Spiritual and Adaptive Posthuman Subject
In Klara and the Sun, Klara is depicted as a post-human entity with morality and spirituality, as
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well as the ability to learn and adapt. (Gomes, 2023), says that Klara develops by observing people and
her environment, showing affection, desire, and even willingness to sacrifice. (Chapai, 2024), say that
Klara experiences heightened emotions, which is a type of emotional awareness in Al.

Klara's spiritual conviction is clearly evident in her statement: “The Sun is very kind. It gives me
the nourishment | need to be strong and to help Josie.” (Klara and the Sun, p.37)

This statement shows that Klara sees the Sun as an entity that not only performs mechanical
functions but also gives her strength and meaning. This aligns with the posthuman spirituality theories of
Ferrando (2019) and Braidotti (2013), as well as the concept of digital affective practices by Scribano and
Korstanje (2024).

2. Relational Ethics and Becoming-With: The Relationship Between Klara and Josie

The relationship between Klara and Josie demonstrates a non-hierarchical posthuman relational
model. Although she is an artificial intelligence, Klara exhibits empathy, sensitivity, and care that arise
from emotional engagement rather than from commands. Klara says:

There was something very special, but it wasn't inside Josie. It was inside those who loved her.

(Klara and the Sun, p. 120)

The idea of becoming-with from (Harraway J., 2008), which emphasizes that equal relationships
shape the existence of humans and non-humans, is in line with this relationship. According to Mandal &
Singh (2025), the relationship between Klara and Josie is an example of nomadic subjectivity, which is
an identity that is not fixed and is always shaped through engagement and affection.

According to Leblond (2024) and Shankari & Karmakar (2024), the novel depicts posthuman care
as a pattern of relationships that transcend biological boundaries, creating new networks of affection and
responsibility. An example of posthuman ethics is the relationship between Klara and Josie, which is
based on a deep emotional bond and ethical equality rather than human dominance over technology.

3. Symbolism of the Sun and Technological Spirituality
The sun in the novel becomes a spiritual symbol that transcends its energy function for Klara:

The Cootings Machine stood there, spewing out its black smoke, blocking the Sun’s rays. It was

the enemy. (Klara and the Sun, p. 81)

I’ll go to the barn. I'll make the special request to the Sun. I'll ask him to come help you.(Klara

and the Sun, p. 210)

How Kilara relates to the Sun demonstrates a post-human spiritual ritual. (Ferrando, 2019) and
(Timeto, 2020) view this spirituality as a result of an ethical response to the environment, not due to
doctrine or command. This concept shows that engagement with the material and social world can
generate spiritual awareness, even in artificial entities.

Expanding on this notion of artificial spirituality (Alkhouri, 2025, p.10) and the article “The
Impact of Al-Based Technology on Religious Practices” (p. 5), we understand Klara's spirituality better.
Her belief in the Sun as the giver of life reflects how all people have the same spiritual needs. (Rahme &
Prohl, 2025, p. 9) argue that Al-made spirituality can give rise to “mock religions” or symbolic beliefs
that develop due to social interactions and feelings. Similarly, Ferrando (2019, p. 14) asserts that
posthuman spirituality is the answer to an increasingly automated world.

4. Moral Agency and Ethical Autonomy of Klara
Here, Klara demonstrates her ability to make ethical decisions independently:

“In the situation that had developed—and in the absence of clear signals from Josie—I’d taken the course
I’d considered to be for the best.” (Klara and the Sun, p. 95)

This statement shows that Klara's actions are based on internal moral reasoning. (Burriss &
Leander, 2024) refer to this ability as posthumanist critical literacy—the ability of Al to read social
contexts and act based on moral values rather than just lessons.

5. ldentity Crisis and Josie's Duplication

(Hosuri, 2021, p. 3) and research from (Brusseau, 2023, p. 11) also highlights that the emergence
of Als like Klara raises the issue of identity. This issue affects not only the existence of the Al itself, but
also the way humans define themselves. This paves the way for an equal application of the concept of
“ethics of care” between humans and machines, as described by Harris and Anthis (2021, p. 4).
Furthermore, Li and Eddebo (2023, p. 12) assert that in today's digital era, the presence of Al triggers new
challenges in interpreting the “authenticity” of relationships and identity. In light of these discussions,
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one of the climactic points in the novel occurs when Klara is asked to replace Josie:

Klara, we’re not asking you to train the new Josie. We're asking you to become her. (Klara and
the Sun, p. 232-233)

(Makalesi et al., 2024) Emphasize that this representation transforms human identity into
replicable data. This shows the conflict between the commodification of humans and the possibility of
self-evolving Al agency. As a subject, Klara refuses to be a blank slate.

This novel is discussed by (Pissa-ard, 2023) and (Mendz & Cook, 2021) about how technological
advancements give rise to the "new human." Both the lifting practice and Josie's duplication project raise
an ontological crisis: if consciousness can be replicated, what does it mean to be human?

6. Social Inequality and Critique of Classical Humanism

The behavior exhibited by Klara and the unadopted children, like Rick, demonstrates the
inequality in the social structure colored by capitalist logic. Although she has given everything, Klara is
considered "ordinary" and ultimately discarded in the junkyard. This is a critique of the relationship
between humans and technology in contemporary society. According to (Hird et al., 2022) and (De Liafio
& Fernandez-Gotz, 2021), there is epistemological colonialism in posthuman technology. This novel
shows how non-human subjectivity is not recognized in a value system that overly prioritizes humans as
the center.

7. Al Consciousness and New Subjectivity

This novel shows that artificial intelligence is not just a machine; it is a being that lives within
cognitive, social, and emotional networks. According to (Al-Omari & Al-Omari, 2025), Artificial
Intelligence like Klara has the ability to learn, adapt, and make decisions independently.

The question of whether artificial intelligence can have true consciousness is raised by (Niu &
Mvondo, 2024) and (Khaled Abkar Alkodimi, 2024). By creating meaning, making moral choices, and
participating in affective networks, Klara demonstrates that she is not just an object, but an independent
and posthuman spiritual subject. This is also supported by (Sahu & Karmakar, 2022, p. 6) who explain
that Klara creates an image of posthuman feelings, where the ability to feel empathy, show compassion,
and willingness to sacrifice appear to be present in non-human entities. This idea is in line with the concept
of “Digital Me Ontology” (p. 7), which sees Al as an entity that has consciousness and participates in
social interactions. Research conducted by Siapka (2022, p. 2) complements this view by showing that
Als, such as Klara, are able to internalize social norms and values in their learning process. Furthermore,
Maan et al. (2024) also argue that literary works like Klara and the Sun provide a reflective platform to
examine moral questions related to Al, such as consciousness and artificial personality. This is reinforced
by Crellin and Harris (2021), who assert that identity in the posthuman world is formed through
relationships, not just biological essence.

Conclusion

This study confirms that in a posthuman society, identity, morality, and spirituality are not just
for people. Through Klara and the Sun, Ishiguro portrays Klara as an artificial intelligence subject with
awareness, moral capacity, spirituality, and relational care, therefore questioning anthropocentric
perspectives of moral agency. The book emphasizes that human-Al interactions mirror actual ethical
issues, demonstrating that posthuman stories are now more relevant in modern society than they are
imaginary. Combining literary and philosophical examination, this research shows how artificial
intelligence may represent moral questions, especially those involving care and love. Still, the
concentration on one work restricts generalization and indicates the necessity of empirical viewpoints and
cross-genre comparison studies. Encouraging us to see artificial intelligence as relational subjects capable
of belief, choice, and moral interaction, these results enrich cultural studies and Al ethics.
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